Nebraska Certified Nurse-Midwifery Interim Study Data
Findings of State Review:
• A majority of U.S. States have no statutes or Rules and Regulations (R&Rs) pertaining uniquely to
Certified Nurse-Midwife (CNMs) attendance at home birth, with exception of the following:
o South Dakota
 Out-of-Hospital Waiver
 Practice provisions listed in R&Rs
•

o

http://doh.sd.gov/boards/nursing/assets/CNMWaiverforOutofHospitalBirth.pdf

New Mexico
 16.11.2.10 A “Practice guidelines for home births should be informed by the
"ACNM home birth practice handbook"
•

http://www.nmcpr.state.nm.us/nmac/parts/title16/16.011.0002.htm

New Hampshire:
 Not in Statute or R&Rs: Mentioned in communications with home birth CNMs as
a “Suggestion” for transfer documentation as a reporting mechanism.
• http://www.nnepqin.org/ This is a summary/reporting sheet that
midwives can use during a transport if they do not have a similar
document.
State CNM licensing requirements were consistent across practice settings, with exception of
o South Dakota:
 Requires a Written Collaborative Agreement, but this may be waived for CNMs
practicing out-of-hospital (e.g. home or birth center).
 Waiver request must be submitted with license application and updated upon
license renewal (see link above).
Items pertaining to birth attendants in any setting, applied to home birth CNMs (e.g. Birth
Certificate Filing; newborn screenings for metabolic, Critical Cardiac Heart Defect, hearing etc;
etc). These items were not repeated in Statutes or R&Rs in relation to CNMs attending home
births.
o

•

•

Suggestions:
• Statute Revisions
o Revise current statute to replace American College of Nurse-Midwives regarding
certification to American Midwifery Certification Board. (ACNM sold the certification
process to AMCB many years ago, and NE APRN-CNM statute has yet to be updated).
• Statute or Rules & Regulations Revisions
o Home Birth Practice should be informed by standards set by the American College of
Nurse-Midwives (similar to New Mexico provision)
 2006 Edition Included. Currently under revision by the ACNM Home Birth Section
to reflect current practice recommendations, joint statements with other
organizations, and other statements from related organizations. Update
publication expected in 2014.

•

Rules & Regulations Revisions Regarding CNMs attending Home Births
o Add requirement for: Full NRP Certification or Equivalent certification for immediate
newborn care.
 This would be an expectation of any CNM attending births in hospitals and birth
centers.
 It is included in the ACNM Home Birth Hand Book.
o Add: “Ensure all items/provisions needed to perform a full resuscitation are present
when delivery/birth is anticipated”
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